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A Change Is Gonna Come
It’s a time of change all around 
New Haven. Uncertainty hangs 
heavy in the air. Toni Harp just 
got elected mayor. She will take 
over from the Elm City’s mayor 
of almost 20 years, John DeSte-
fano. Harp is making history by 
being the first woman mayor of 
our city, as well as the second Af-
rican-American. But her victory 
comes after a hotly contested 
race with former alderman Justin 
Elicker, who garnered 45% of the vote and leveled charges of corruption at Harp’s campaign. Charter 
revision also passed, with both questions winning more than 70 percent of the vote, and the coalition 
Alders who faced challenges all won reelection. Garth Harries just took over another important posi-
tion of leadership this summer as new superintendent of public schools.
 There’s one change going on within our high schooI that we can already see: Mrs. Johnson 
has taken over as the principal of Wilbur Cross. We at The Proclamation feel a definite change in 
students’ attitudes this year. It’s too early to tell how this whole year will be, but it’s hard to ignore the 
changes that are already happening at Cross. The halls are not as crowded (although the T is always 
a gamble). Students and teachers alike are happier. If Cross’s new principal is any indicator of the 
changes occurring throughout the city, we are off to a good start.
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Shootings
BY Destiny Johnson

Death is supposed to happen to grandparents, or the terminally ill. It’s not supposed to happen to my 
friends who are healthy and just beginning their adulthood. I knew a number of people who were 
gunned down in this city: Jamese Hudson (17), Marquell Banks (13), and my best friend Devante 
Jackson (18).  My friends were taken for no reason. People says everything happens for a reason, but 
I don’t understand why! Guns were invented for war, for soldiers to use against other soldiers. Why 
are they used against neighbors? Pins should be worn in celebration (“Congrats. you graduated!”) of 
something positive, not as memorials. I’m tired of wearing pins with friends and family members on 
them. When will this nonsense just STOP? Who is going to stand up and say I want it to change? Our 
generation is dying. Our babies are crying!
 Statistics say that homicides in New Haven have decreased, but don’t tell that to the dead.  It 
won’t bring them back. It won’t stop their parents from asking why! How can you take somebody’s 
life if you didn’t bring them into this world. No mother should have to bury her child. The child is 
supposed to bury their parents. Who do you think you are, taking someone’s life, without remorse, 
without sympathy for people who have to live with their loss for the rest of their lives?

Hello, Wilbur Cross!
BY Jin Soo Park

Remember me? Jin Soo Park? For those who don't know 
me, I am a South Korean missionary kid in Kenya! I spent 
my junior year at Wilbur Cross, and as you have heard, 
I was involved in a lot of activities at Cross. Through 
Cross I found my true passion in education and students! 

  I am currently here in Kenya, Africa; finishing my 
senior year of high school at an American, international, 
Christian, missionary kids' school in the deep woods of Ki-
jabe. (Kee-ja-bae). I am having a blast here with my old and 
new friends! Sadly, I am very busy with two AP’s (AP Calc 
BC and AP Bio) and several difficult classes. I am the first 
student ever in the history of this school to be a Teacher As-
sistant. I am the TA for the Modern World History class. I 
am enjoying my life here at Kenya, but I will never forget 
your support and help while I was at Cross. Special thanks 
to Mr. Brady, Ms. G. Rod, Mr. Brochin, Mr. Kleinfeld, Suge, 
Jesus, Selena, Aneurin, and all of you who know me and 
became my friend! It was a very special year for me. (That 
means you too Watzl, Shannon, Kiana, and Rhiannon!)

 One thing I want to say is, "Go!" I want to encourage all 
of you, who are reading this, to go beyond the scope of 
daily life. Go and search your passion, your dream and 
your reason for being here in this world. I tell you, there 
is a purpose in everyone's life! It's just that we are all dif-
ferent. Show the world your uniqueness. Join the amazing 
Future Project, SPMT, PTSO, Student Council, Best Bud-
dies, Proclamation, Band, and all those activities avail-
able to you! Guess what, the school I am going to doesn't 
have the PTSO, and the SPMT is only for certain students 
that were handpicked by the administrators. We don't have 
Best Buddies. Proclamation? We don't even have a school 
newspaper and the journalism class is for a term (semes-

ter) course! Use the resources available to you when you can, because one day, you will realize your purpose in living, you will find your passion and 
you will be a difference through the courses you've taken and the activities you were involved in. You have one life, four years of high school, and 
four years of college; live it to the full! Don't waste your time. Go and seek the truth that will last forever. I pray that all of you may find that truth.
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Economic Terrorism
BY Aneurin Canham-Clyne
A few weeks ago we faced the prospect that the entire global economy would implode. 
The United States government faced the possibility of a default, but a few hours before 
economic Armageddon, a global depression was averted by legislative compromise. The 
thing about this impending depression, all the drama surrounding it, the furloughs of 
government workers, service stoppages and political warfare, were caused by a vocal 
minority of Tea Party backed legislators, elected in 2010. Their electoral victory was 
secured by a series of private groups, Super PACs, and think tanks funded by a handful 
of right wing billionaires, like the Koch brothers who chaired the prominent Tea Party 
organization Americans For Prosperity. This crisis is the latest in a series of attacks on 
the American Government, and Keynesian economics, from the far right. Of course, 
some senator’s motives are far more cynical, as Matt Taibbi says of Ted Cruz’s involve-
ment “Cruz’s Gambit...is galvanizing an unstoppable primary-season demographic that 
will trample anyone who tries to circumvent it on the way to nomination.” 
 Keynesian Economics is a school of economics that is based on the theory that 
Government involvement promotes growth. Keynesian Economics seeks to reduce the 
effects of recessions through government programs like the New Deal. 
 There are ways to artificially induce a recession, basically tantamount to economic warfare. The shutdown did just that, but it’s over, or as Paul 
Krugman of the NY Times put it in a recent column “The government is reopening, and we didn’t default on our debt. Happy days are here again, right? 
Well, no.” The easiest way to induce a recession is to reduce demand for goods and services by a significant amount very rapidly. Removing eight hun-
dred thousand people from work all at once would cause a recession within a few months, accompanied by market panics, firms shedding jobs and the 
collapse of unsteady companies. Normally a government can prevent a recession by raising interest rates to slow growth, or promoting more growth by 
expanding services, creating jobs, and endeavoring to raise wages. However, there are some circumstances where the government is unable to prevent 
or even deal with an economic crisis. In America, the gerrymandered republicans and ineffective democrats have greatly reduced our nation’s ability to 
deal with recessions through Government Spending and interest rate cuts. If these economic shocks and cuts continue, and the sequestration budget cuts 
continue to reduces the Government’s capacity to react, we may see a recession beyond the capacity of any world government’s responses.

Why I’m Conservative
BY Nico Britton

Frederick Douglass, one of the most 
influential abolitionists of the 19th 
century, once said, “I recognize the 
Republican party as the sheet anchor 
of the colored man's political hopes 
and the ark of his safety.” Now Fred-
erick Douglass spoke in a time when 
the Republican and Democratic par-
ties were very different, in fact the 
Republican party of the time was 
composed of radical abolitionists and 
European Socialists. Although right 
and left aren’t fighting over the issue 
of slavery anymore, we find ourselves 
fighting over issues once again. As a 
young conservative at Wilbur Cross, 
I am always outnumbered and some-
one always disagrees with something 
that I say. I don’t take it personally, 
accounting for the moderately liberal 
politics found on the Eastern Sea-
board (I’d love to see one of you flash 
an OBAMA ’12 sticker in my home county in Colorado, even if the state went for 
Obama). But like Mr. Douglass, I find that the Republican Party is my sheet anchor. 
Whether you agree with me or not, that is your opinion, but in the fall of 2016 I look 
forward to submitting my first ballot as a registered voter in favor of the Republican 
Party. 

The Parties are too right
Aneurin Canham-Clyne
 
I support Democratic candidates not because of any particular 
loyalty to the party, but because the candidates are more sen-
sible than the other guys. Generally, I am not a Democrat. The 
Democratic party was the party of slavery in the 1860s. A lot 
has changed since then. Democrats backed by the New Deal 
coalition and millions of African Americans passing the civil 
rights and anti-poverty legislation of the 60’s. The Democrats 
constructed the New Deal in response to the Depression of the 
1930’s. Over the past thirty years the Democrats have become 
the party of the status quo. The Republicans have become a re-
gressive force dominated by anti-worker, anti-black, and anti-
woman crusaders. In general I regard myself as a democratic 
socialist; I support working class control of the means of pro-
duction, economic, and social equality. Unfortunately complete 
socialism is impractical as an economic system. Given this, I 
support the transition from a capitalist nation with a militarist 
government that does little for its citizens, to a nation where 
workers control the means of production, and income is capped 
at a certain level, and all the basic needs of citizens are met. 
We have the wealth and power to attain this goal in America. 
We have seen that nations moving along this path become the 
most successful and most rapidly recovering in the world. As 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt said, “The test of our progress is 
not whether we add more to the abundance of those who have 
much it is whether we provide enough for those who have lit-
tle.” From Canada to Norway to Iceland, social democracy has 
proven to be this is not only true, but workable and desirable.
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First Hand Experience
BY Emily Watzl

I had just left home donning a blazer I save for only special occasions. 
I was on my way to a jazz concert at Sprague Hall featuring two of my 
music teachers. While making my way there on foot, my excitement 
grew by leaps and bounds and my self-confidence was high in the sky. 
As if it were it a parallel universe, I’d have been Maria in The Sound 
Of Music on my way to meet the Von Trapp children. As I turned onto 
Grove Street, I quickly checked my outfit in the enormous window of 
the bank, making sure everything in my outfit was straightened and 
that my hair was behaving. 
 As my back turned to the street, I heard someone yell, his 
voice echoing off the brick buildings surrounding me. Turning around 
swiftly, I see a blue hatchback SUV pass by, with a young man hang-
ing out the passenger window. There was no one else on the block, so 
I had to assume he was screaming at me. “Wooo! Yeaaaah, baby, you 
cute! Woooooo!” Unmoved, I continued walking. Before the vehicle 
turned onto Temple Street to speed away, he gave me one final yelp. 
With each step, the realization of what had just happened grew and 
grew. By the time I got to the recital hall, it hit me: I was just cat-
called.
 My hands were shaking, eyes wide with fear, stomach filled with uneasiness. How do I react to something like this? I want to brush it off, but I 
can’t shake the feeling that that very same kid is in the very hall I’m in, ready to jump out and yell at me some more. Though I was thankful that the most 
he did was bark at me, I couldn’t help but mull over what could have happened if the situation had escalated further; what if he had jumped out of the car to 
chase me down? What if he actually caught up to me? And then what? Or what if he had followed me? Waited until no one was around to make his move? 
And then what? Needless to say, fear was a major understatement at this point. 
 “It was just some d****e,” my boyfriend of nearly two years chimes. “It wasn’t meant to be personal,” my own father adds. Both statements are 
true, no doubt beyond that. But it still frightened me. “Just move on. You’ll never see him again. You’re taking this way too hard. Don’t you think you 
might be overreacting?” At this point, I was surprised no one asked me what I was wearing at the time. All the men I sought consolation from were of no 
use. The only ones that helped me feel better were my female friends.
 I had heard stories from them before about how strange men on the street stare at them, follow them home, and even begin running after them. But 
I had no idea what they were feeling. From where I was sitting, they seemed to brush it off like nothing, but that night made me realize that they weren’t 
simply brushing it off – they were repressing their emotions. If they were to do what I did and seek comfort, they’d hear the same few phrases over and 
over again. After a while, it’d get old. Fast. But it doesn’t affect how we feel about this issue.
 Having heard stories about rape, harassment, and the like prior to this incident, I couldn’t help but wonder why these women and men were afraid 
to come clean and fully disclose what had happened. Now I fully understand why: on top of being afraid of the incident itself, we’re also afraid of being 
belittled for having feelings towards it, particularly fear, anger, and insecurity. 
 My name is Emily Watzl, not “Hey, baby.” I am a human being, not an object to drool over. And I most certainly am not overreacting. Any-
thing like this, be it cat-calling, ass-
grabbing, or stalking, all falls into 
the same damn category: unwanted 
attention. I love New Haven dearly, 
but as I get older, the last thing that 
I want to have to get used to is street 
harassment. But if I can’t do anything 
about these boys that go around prov-
ing their manliness to their friends by 
shouting obscenities at an aesthetical-
ly pleasing woman on the street, the 
least I can do is raise awareness. 
 This is a serious issue. It’s 
dehumanizing, foul, and completely 
out of line. I hope that kid realizes 
what he did in the near future, because 
I wouldn’t wish any of what I felt that 
night on anyone.



The Proclamation 6 Fall 2013

NewsNon Daemonica
BY Jesus Abraham Morales-Sanchez

Over the past four years I've seen people from every ethnic background 
at Cross. We have reached a level of recognition for diversity beyond the 
boundaries of the city. Among our peers we can see countries like Mexico, 
Kenya, China and Italy represented, and each one of them have a unique 
story to share in our school. However, we are not immune to the injustices 
that our society faces every day. 
 Earlier this month, I overheard a conversation among two indi-
viduals. Their faith was a primary factor that led to the formation of their 
friendship. 
 One story not only almost brought me to tears, but also made me 
realize that we are not free of prejudice. Their conversation affirmed their 
belief that homosexuality is the result of being possessed by a demon, 
a demon who refuses to leave the host's body. Even as I write this, the 
thought that my classmates think that way about other people troubles me. 
Countless times I've heard Leviticus 18:22 on TV and radio as the proof 
that homosexuality is indeed morally incorrect, but after hearing my class-
mates mention it, it seemed surreal.
  How can it be incorrect to love someone because of who they are 
and not just because of their gender? I have always been a true believer 
that the essence of human affection comes from the souls of the individu-
als, and not from their private parts. It is very hard to believe that people so 
close to me can still believe that homosexuality is the result of possession. 
As a gay man, I can tell by first hand experience that I am not possessed by 
any demon. I am a normal High School Senior, struggling with The Com-
mon App, who happens to like Ryan Gosling and Jensen Ackles instead of 
Beyoncé and Jennifer Lawrence.
 Today, homosexuality continues to be a taboo topic in our so-
ciety, criminalized by many countries and morally condemned by many 
more. In the United States, the intolerance for homosexuality has been a 
major issue among youth, which has led to permanent psychological dam-
age and even suicide. All this begins with misconceptions and ignorance 
about sexuality. It is not a demonic influence or a psychological disease. It 
is a natural phenomena that occurs in the animal kingdom more often than 
many people are willing to accept. But in reality, it is all a part of life, and 
people should embrace it because after all no matter race, gender, political 
affiliation or sexual orientation, we are just humans. Nothing more, and 
nothing less. 

I Am Malala
BY Kirim Kilic

Malala Yousafzai is the youngest person ever nominated for the Nobel 
Peace Prize. She was nominated for her courage in the face of danger in 
her home country of Pakistan, as well as her advocacy of education for 
girls. Malala was 15 when gunmen jumped on her school bus and shouted 
her name, scaring the other girls into identifying her, in Swat Valley on 
October 9, 2012. The attack sparked massive protests in Pakistan and con-
demnation worldwide. Malala just wants equality in her country and she 
wants other girls like her to be able to get an education. "I would feel 
proud, when I would work for education, when I would have done some-
thing, when I would be feeling confident to tell people, 'Yes! I have built 
that school; I have done that teachers' training, I have sent that (many) 
children to school,' "she said. Malala’s goal is to get a good education and 
become prime minister of Pakistan so that she can change things and give 
an education to those girls who cannot get one because of Taliban.
 Malala now lives in England. She was stunned when she was 
told that the Taliban had issued death threats against her because of her 
activism and for her blog on BBC. On her blog she wrote about how hard 
it was to live under strict Muslim rule as a girl. This stance provoked death 
threats and retaliation. “I just couldn’t believe it. I said no, it’s not true” 
she said. She thought the Taliban would come after her father instead, who 
operates a school and opened his classes to girls. The roots of discrimina-
tion against girls in Pakistan are difficult to understand. As in many other 
societies, boys are favored because of the perception that girls lack eco-
nomic value. As a result, many girls have to get married at a young age. 
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Governors Get a New Leader
BY  Shauntasia Hicks

There is a new sheriff in town! Mrs. Johnson is from New York 
and has been an educator since 2001. Before coming to Cross 
she was principal at John C. Daniels. Mrs. Johnson has already 
been making major changes here at Cross. The crowded hall-
ways from last year are better and more students are in class on 
time and ready to learn. Her goals here are to keep the building 
safe and secure and make sure the students have great teachers. 
“Safety is paramount in order for you guys to learn.” Admin-
istrators do frequent rounds and sweeps around the building in 
order to achieve this goal. Mrs. Johnson believes that building 
positive relationships with teacher is essential for student suc-
cess.  “Don’t let what one person says to you turn you off from 
education” Mrs. Johnson said. She has been really strict about 
hallways and respect. “Students need to understand that there 
are rules in life.”
                Mrs. Johnson has received positive feedback from 
parents, students, and teachers alike about the changes to the 
school. “Cross pride is on the rise” is a constant phrase we hear 
all around the school. Getting students engaged in their edu-
cation is very important to Mrs. Johnson. She made sure that 
when students walked in on August 28 there was a new feel and 

smell to Wilbur Cross; huge new posters and more student art are displayed on the walls at Cross. Although she refrained from the febreze it is definitely 
different here. “I believe in positive energy”. Mrs. Johnson wants high school to be a memorable experience that guides a student throughout life.  “I want 
my kids at Wilbur Cross to feel the same in 20 years” A great high school experience is key.
 Mrs. Johnson hopes to be around for a long time. “I don’t make promises about time” says Mrs. Johnson, but she does want to see at least two 
full classes from 9th to 12th grade graduate. That is six years, which is longer than any of the principals at Cross in recent memory. Viva la Governors!
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Features
Southern Meets Wilbur Cross’ 
Future Journalists
BY Samantha Gonzalez

On October 18, 2013, I had an amazing experience at the Southern Connecticut 
State University Journalism Day. This was the first time I experienced Jour-
nalism. I am very new to this; I didn’t  have any idea of what it was going 
to be. I thought journalism was about writing on paper and giving it to the 
teacher afterwards, but it is not just that. At SCSU I learned that Journalism 
is not only about writing on paper. I was amazed Journalism is all about pic-
tures, the internet, blogging, posting, magazines, and so many other things. I 
am an ordinary teenage girl, I like posting statuses about what is going on in 
my block or at my church on Facebook.When I see something strange I take 
pictures of it and post it on Instagram, and that is Journalism. “Let people know 
about what is going around you, use the social media it is a tool” said Professor 
Jodie Mozdzer Gil.  Professor Jodie gave us the Social Media Tools for Report-
ers. She told us that in the year of 2012 most of the people were getting their 
news from social media like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Tumblr, Pinterest, 
Foursquare. The idea of this is that with these sources you can get not only 3 
people’s opinions you can get millions of opinions from everybody that is on 
the web. For example, Hurricane Sandy left were many people without power 
in their homes. People were all using their phones to stay updated during the 
storm. Mr. Ken Warren inspired me with a very inspirational quote, “Don’t lis-
ten to other people, own your name.” This quote really made me feel confident 
about myself, I don't have to be like Miley Cyrus twerking everywhere. It is not 
a good way to show who I am. I am going to put myself out there in a positive 
way. “If you want to do something figure out how to do it, it doesn’t matter if 
you are still in high school” said Mr. Warren. If you want to become a journalist 
start now, start with simple things writing about your current high school and 
others opinions. Start setting the tone for whom or how you want to be seen on 
the internet. Nothing on the internet is private like we think it is. 
 As a beginner journalist I have to overcome shyness in order to get to 
other people. On the field trip I was supposed to interview 4 people for my as-
signment. I was so shy and intimidated that I didn’t want to do it. Mr. Brochin 
walked me to a table of boys and I tried to interview a senior from Newington 
High School ,but he was as shy as I was and it didn’t work out. I like the idea of 
becoming a journalist but I have a lot to improve and change to become one. 
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Journalist For A Day
BY Shauntasia Hicks

  
Four hundred high school students gathered at Southern Connecti-
cut State University. But it they were more than just student, they 
were four hundred young journalists looking to craft their style. 
In a way, some were making their mark on the world. This was a 
trip to remember. 
  I walked into the huge, dimly lit ballroom. Taking in the 
setting I sat quietly. I sat until I get a strong whiff of coffee. It was 
Just what I needed to psyche myself up for the 4 interviews with 
strangers that Mr. Brochin assigned. 
  I took my coffee black like a true journalist I got out my 
notebook, and started my quest to find my interviews. “Shaunta-
sia!’’ I turned around and Bingo! Susie Beyl a 15 year old sopho-
more at West Haven High School who just happens to be a good 
friend of mine, and my first ‘Stranger’. “The answers to questions 

1,2 and 3 are dogs ,pit bulls to be specific” she said jokingly. “It’s my first year here at SCSU journalism 
day, its pretty cool except for the tension and rivalry oozing off of some Governors and Bulldogs” we 
laughed in unison. “Is that why you’re taking your coffee black trying to out caffeinate the competi-
tion?” She asked. After some more belly laughs I asked her if journalism was  something she saw in her 
future. “Journalism is the only way I can honestly and proudly express my love and feelings for dogs 
why would I not pursue it?” She said.
  Shortly thereafter I went to Josh Kovner’s  seminar ‘Seeds For Leads’. It was a seminar in-
tended to teach students how to turn their brainstorming ideas into leads . “Be as free as you can be” he 
said “write for the people who are too afraid to say anything ,or do anything; write for your readers.”
  The next seminar with Aisha Harris “Crafting your style” was short and sweet, about success 
in the blogging world. I interviewed Alice Selipanov, a 16 year old from Wilby High School. “It is my 
first year here, it is fine. But do I see myself doing this ? Probably not.”  I asked her why. “I really want 
to go into public relations in marketing”  I mentioned that journalism is about interviewing, and being 
interviewed. “I guess you’re right never really thought about it that way” she said. 
At eleven o’clock the keynote address began. A man whose name  seems to slip my mind addressed the 
crowd with the passion of a baptist preacher on Sunday. He talked about journalism being the most hon-
orable field even according to the first amendment. He introduced the keynote speaker Alaine Griffith , 
a Hartford Courant  reporter. She seemed to be about 5’4 as she stepped on to the podium. Blonde hair 
gracefully blazed her shoulders. Quiet and simple looking in demeanor she adjusted her microphone. 
Fifteen minutes later she had me convinced I wanted to be a journalist. "Adapt in order to stay relevant 
, don't fear the unknown" Alaine Griffith said.
  After the keynote the class headed downstairs. The food court was colossal. I settled for Na-
than's. After two corn-dogs I was done. I spotted a group of kids ,and jumped at the chance to talk to at 
least one of them. Kurt Swenor ,16,  from Newington High School was my last interviewee. We shook 
hands and he pulled a seat out for me. As I finished melting, I regained control and generated my first 
question: 
What brings you here?  
"Well in my journalism class we write for the school newspaper. " 
What stories do you do on the newspaper?  
"Feature stories mostly its my first year here ,and the seminars really helped." 
What seminars did you attend ? 
"The World of Sports, Don Amore was really good. He was really very knowledgeable of all his stats 
and scores it was good." 
You must like sports huh ? 
"Yeah I do." 
Do you see a future in journalism? I asked. He smiled 
“I can and I can’t. I'm really passionate about soccer, I mean I have a game today!”
He points to his pink and gray pinstriped tie. Well if I ever go into sports broadcasting I'll make sure to 
cover the World Cup! We laughed again. 
"That'll be cool " he says . We shake hands and I thank him. "No problem".
  The trip was a success. A field trip to rival all the rest. The trip was life changing. I ended the 
day on the swings thinking about what it takes to be a journalist. "I have what it takes," I declared to 
myself. With my new declaration and a push from Mr.Brochin, I was soaring .

High School 
Journalism Day
BY Tuanaysia Mike

At High School Journalism Day at Southern 
Connecticut State University, we conversed 
and had breakfast with students from all 
around Connecticut. After breakfast we were 
welcomed to SCSU and told what it was we 
were doing there. My first workshop was with 
jagger about the politics of the society and en-
tertainment system, jobs, and what next in your 
life. Our presenter told us, “Be what you want 
to be; it’s your life.” No one can tell you what 
to do but yourself. It’s your decisions and your 
career path, what you wanna be and how you 
get there. We also talked about public relations 
in sports, education, business, and healthcare. 
This topic focused on the role of Public Re-
lations in communicating your own meaning. 
You need to communicate and be a leader, and 
have responsibilities to what you do. Thtat’s 
the next step to succeed. One interesting part 
came when the professor said “the time is now 
to see what you’re going to do and take that 
chance, and start making your life now.” The 
last topic focused on the ‘Now What.’ We ba-
sically had to pick the one thing we wanted to 
do. In y opinion it is good to focus on what 
you know so when people ask you whlat you 
do they can relate and understand, and maybe 
want to follow in your footsteps. Education is 
the first step so take it seriously. 
    The other workshop was “Crafting Your 
Style.” This workshop was led by student Ai-
sha Harris and how she has her own blog on 
which she writes about different topics like 
different associations do. She also talked about 
how to get your own blog started and how you 
can write stories on what interests you, and 
make posts about what you think is important. 
Among others, comedy and movies are pop-
ular blog topics that can inspire you to think 
about what is important. You have to learn 
how to find what you want to do. Find your 
interest, keep it going, and have a starter be-
fore you start blogging. The first person inter-
viewed was Hannah Rojas from Cheshire High 
School, this was her first time at the Journalism 
day, she said “Yes, i like journalism” she is the 
health editor for her school paper and wants to 
do it again next year. The seminars were inter-
est. The next person I interviewed was Jasmine 
Gallup. Jasmine learned that there are lots of 
jobs in public relation from Jagger. This was 
her first time. Her favorite seminar was Jag-
ger’s theater. She would want to do it again. 
She is the social issues editor, this has inspired 
her to work hard.
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“The roots of education are bitter, 
but the fruit is sweet.”
-Aristotle 

Wilbur Cross 
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2013 Graduation

“Our daughters and sons have burst 
from the marionette show, leaving a 
tangle of strings and gone into the 
unlit audience.” 
- Madeline Kumin 

Pictures by: Jeet Patel, Jorge Ayala and Jesus Morales Sanchez
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Wilbur Cross
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Coronation 2013
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Wilbur Cross VS James Hillhouse: Elm City Bowl 
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Cross Goes International
BY Shauntasia Hicks

“I’ve never really been in a school where the teachers cared so much, or a school where I’ve ever 
felt safer” said D’er Loving, a freshman in the new International Academy at Cross. “[The] Interna-
tional Academy is not a program based on intelligence or grades like most Governors think. It is just 
a new way to instruct, but we are still [a part of] Cross,” says Kristen Judd, one of the many people 
responsible for the creation of the International Academy. “I was a part of the design committee; the 
process started in February and lasted until about December. The long hours were crucial, but we 
were determined to produce a program that we were all proud of.”
 So what’s the big difference between regular classes at Cross and International Academy?  
International Academy is on block scheduling every day.  That may seem rough to most Governors.  
But according to Nielsen Felipe, “it’s pretty cool. The students are cool and the teachers actually 
make learning fun.” Ann Briliante, the administrator of the academy, said that “block scheduling 
allows more time for mastery, which is so essential when trying to create productive 21st century 
learners.” The International Academy introduces a smaller classroom setting. The students get more 
one-on-one time with the teacher and each student builds upon their pupils’ successes. “The classes 
are interdisciplinary; what a student doesn’t get in science he or she might get in history. We teachers 
stay late and plan lessons together so that our students are successful,” said Ms. Pernal, an English 
teacher in the academy.  The classes are richly diverse with kids from every corner of the globe, and 
they demonstrate diversity at its best. Students from Suriname, Swaziland, Mexico, Colombia, and 
Puerto Rico are all helping each other learn a new language. The teachers would like to see the core 
values of International Academy spread across the entire school. The International Academy is small, 
but it’s making a big difference here at Cross.  

Ann Brilliante
BY Allyson Calderin

I began my after school adventure through the hallways and found myself in the Interna-
tional Academy with Ms. Brilliante passing by. Born and raised in New Haven, Ms. Brillante 
graduated from Southern Connecticut State University; has been an educator for 11 years 
and since July at Wilbur Cross. She decided to come to Cross to develop the International 
Academy. "New Haven  is rich in amazing students and educators and I think that it is im-
portant that we all work together to develop outstanding high school programs that every 
student would want to attend every day." she added. Ms. Brilliante also had advice for the 
first year students. "They should work hard, ask for help when needed, and try to learn 15 
things about each of their classmates. The more we know about our community, the more 
we can understand perspectives, value each other, respect each other, and work together to 
make Wilbur Cross a peaceful, exciting, and the BEST high school in the country." 

The V102 team
BY Samantha Gonzalez
Astrid Molina
 
Those that you think know less know more than 
you can imagine. The V102 Team understands 
their students, and the students understand their 
teachers even more. The V102 family is James 
Harris, Kathy Digioia, and Janet Alvez. Mr. Har-
ris has worked with children with disabilities 
since 2008 in the same classroom.  Ms.Digioia 
has been working with students with disabili-
ties for 12 years. She followed a student to Wil-
bur Cross. She says that It was a big change 
moving from a middle school to a high school, 
but it was worth it. She has worked at Cross 
for 4 years. And Ms. Alvez has worked with 
kids with disabilities since 2002. It is a quite 
different environment; they all work in that one 
classroom, full of joy. When they aren’t having 
the best time and their clouds are grey and the 
sun isn’t shining, or when a teacher is having a 
bad day, those students brighten up their day. 
As Ms. Alvez  stated “We get along. We are a 
team. We know what each other thinks. At the 
end of the day, I love my job and these kids.”

Attention Staff
This year we want to welcome a very 
large number of great new people 
who now form part of the Cross com-
munity. It has been delightful to have 
you among us these last couple months 
and hopefully you will stay with us for 
years to come. However, it is in really 
unfortunate for me to inform you that 
due to the number of new staff mem-
bers in the school, it was impossible 
for us to collect all your information 
on time. We appreciate each one of our 
teachers, and for that reason we decided 
to postpone the “New Teachers” section 
in The Proclamation. We believe that 
all of you should be welcomed in the 
same way you came to this institution: 
together. We truly apologize for the 
inconvenience and disapointment we 
may cause. 
Sincerely, 

-The Proclamation Staff
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Time For Lunch
BY Tiana Ayala

Have you ever paid much attention to the men and 
women that serve your food at Cross? That’s right, the 
cafeteria workers. We spoke with Josephine and Darlene 
, lunch ladies who have been here for twelve and three 
years respectively. Darlene spoke about her experience 
working here at Cross with a big smile. “I love it,” she  
said. “It’s just great here; the people in the kitchen and 
the students here at Cross are just great!” When asked if 
they would change anything about Cross, they claimed 
that things have actually better than ever before because 
of our new principal, Mrs. Johnson. “Things are much 
more organized. She is an asset to the school” The best 
thing about Josephine’s job is us, the students! Or as she 
calls us: “my kids!” She would like us to be more polite, 
respectful, and well-mannered. One of Josephine’s most 
memorable experiences here at Cross was when she ran 
for Ms. Cross for Coronation; And students actually 
voted for her. She says that the kids give her satisfaction 
in her job. So remember, don’t ever bite the hand that 
feeds you! 

Lunch time!
BY Lisandra Santiago

Have you ever wondered what the cafe workers thought about their jobs? The head cook, Eric Scott, has been working at Cross for 22 years, and says he 
loves his job. Eric Scott's vision for 
Cross is to balance the lunch waves. 
He says, "There are not enough 
seats. There’s too many kids in one 
lunch wave." The best part of Eric's 
job is waking up and getting ready 
to cook what we eat. Although some 
of the students don't like the school’s 
food, it's what Eric has to cook ac-
cording to the menu. Eric Scott says 
he never missed a day , because "he 
has a job to do." 
  Something Eric remembers 
is the time he was cooking mashed 
potatoes and after he picked up the 
lid and potatoes exploded onto his 
face. He wiped the mashed potatoes 
off and his skin peeled. He ended 
up going to the hospital and never 
forgot that moment. Eric Scott is a 
good cook and a good worker. He is 
dedicated to his work and what he 
does.
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Monica Joyner
BY Jon Hayward

One of our newest assistant principals, Ms. 
Joyner was born and raised in New Haven. Start-
ing at James Hillhouse High School, Ms. Joyner 
began to foster a love for the New Haven Pub-
lic School system. Going through a disciplinary 
Catholic School in her elementary years, Joyner 
immediately noticed a difference between her 
former school and New Haven Public Schools. 
“I loved the freedom to explore learning in 
Public school's”. Ms. Joyner went to Hampton 
University for Mathematical Education, and re-
ceived a Masters degree in Elementry education. 
Ms. Joyner also got a Sixth-year degree from 
SCSU in Educational Leadership. She's cur-
rently pursuing a doctoral degree in Educational 
Leadership with a focus on Social Justice from 
Cambridge College. “Everyday I've been here 
has been a fabulous day, and I'm excited to get 
to know more students so that I can help them.”

Francisco Chavarria
BY: Jesus A. Morales-Sanchez

Born in El Salvador, Mr. Chavarria is a new ad-
dition to the administrative team that began this 
fall at Wilbur Cross. He is a former Governor. 
He came to the United States in 1988 at the 
age of thirteen.  A year later he came to Wilbur 
Cross, and graduated in 1993.
 Mr. Chavarria attended Southern 
Connecticut State University until 1999. He 
decided to come back to Cross a couple months 
after he graduated and taught Honors Biology, 
Anatomy and Physiology and Chemistry. Later 
he pursued a dream and left to coach college 
soccer for two years. However, he returned 
to his career as an educator to teach at Ro-
berto Clemente and Bishop Woods. Now, Mr. 
Chavarria is back home as an administrator. 
He makes sure people notice his Cross Pride 
around the school. 
 Mr. Chavarria recognizes the struggles 
that students face, and at the same time he reas-
sures students that even if times of darkness, 
there is always the hope of success. 

Marc Potocsky
BY Jesus A. Morales-Sanchez

Originally from Connecticut, Mr. Potocsky is 
proud to be one of the new administrators at 
Wilbur Cross and part of the new crew that has 
brought evident changes to the school. He was 
a Phys. Ed and Athletic Facilitator at Beecher, 
Hillhouse and Career.  He admits feeling nervous 
before coming to Cross, but now, Mr. Potocsky is 
a  true Governor, and thinks of Cross as the best 
school in New Haven. 
 Even though he portrays himself as a 
very strict person at first meeting, Mr. Potocksy 
has a great sense of humor, is genuinely interested 
in seeing students succeed and has a passion for 
salt water reef tanks. “I just love the chemistry of 
tanks” said Mr. Potocsky. 
 Ever since the beginning of the school 
year, Mr. Potocsky has been involved with stu-
dents, making sure they do well in school. “Treat 
your education like it is your job. Come every day, 
be on time, and do the best you can. If you can do 
that, you’ll be successful regardless of your abil-
ity.” 
 Mr. Potocsky went to college with WWE 
wrestler, John Cena. 
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Arts
Come One, Come All - The Circus is in Cross
BY Shauntasia Hicks

Wilbur Cross’s 2014 Coronation ball was highly anticipated. Friday, November 22, hundreds of students gathered at the ball which was without a doubt 
one of the best events I have ever been to. The foyer was impeccable, 
colorful and beautifully decorated with all the aspects of a big top circus. 
There were huge cutouts of lions, tigers, and bears riding unicycles. We 
had great food, great music, and the dancing was AWESOME. 

 The night started with the crowning of the class candidates. Most of them 
looked absolutely beautiful, wearing vibrant colors and beautiful grins. 
You could see the beads of sweat running down their faces, after all, this 
was ultimately a competition. The crowns went to Mr. and Freshman Dar-
cus Henry and Ms. Freshman Trinitee McCrea.   For the sophomores: Mr. 
Sophomore Tyler Evans and Ms. Sophomore Celina Staten. For juniors:  
Mr. Junior Chris Arce and Ms. Junior Crystal Soto. For the seniors:  Mr. 
Senior Donte Skinner and Ms. Kiana Walker. Finally the highly ambitioned 
crown of Mr. and Miss. Cross went Julio Alvarenga and Alexia Velazquez. 
In addition to the classic class crowns, there was the introduction of a new 
category: Mr. Governor. This title goes to the person who shows the most 
Cross pride day in and day out. The title went to Joshua Bonilla. 

 The crowd of people headed out to the gym where we preceded to listen 
and party to a variety of music: from Biggie Smalls’ Juicy to the Latino 
rhythm of Don Omar’s Danza Kuduro to the popular Carly Rae Jepsen’s   
Call Me Maybe. We danced until we could no longer wear our stilettos, 
we screamed until we lost our voices. The Coronation ball was well orga-
nized; it was everything I expected and then some. Ms. Cofrancesco and 

her team of Cross decorators did a fantastic job. Unfortunately, this will be her last year of decorating for the Coronation ball. On Behalf of The Proclama-
tion we would like to thank  Ms. Cofrancesco for her 30 years of inspiration, hard work, dedication and great artwork that has become a signature of each 
one of our previous school years.
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SportsAdvice, Etc.
What Not To Wear 
For a Dance.
By: Dr. Elizabeth Pepper

We have many pleasant experiences in high 
school, one of them being school dances. The 
guidelines for an appropriate outfit are deter-
mined by administrators and the Senior commit-
tee to make it spectacular. Normally, this goes 
very well with most students. However, some 
people just don’t know the difference between 
dresses from crop tops with jeans; especially 
when it comes to dances that are starting the 
year for the school.  Here are some outfits that 
people should never wear for any school dances 
if you want to maintain a good reputation.

When it comes to girls, you shouldn’t wear:
 •Jeans: Anything that has to do with  
 jeans is off limits. Save yourself the  
 torture of wearing something pretty  
 under anything jean related.
 •Body Suits: It is a risky move.They  
 are ok, but not everyone can pull them 
 off.
 •Tutus: If it fits the style you’re trying  
 to execute, you can wear it. If you just  
 want to wear it for the sake of it, don’t.
 •Neon: Looks good, if it was a retro  
 themed dance.
 •Heels: Don’t wear them if you don’t  
 know how to walk in them. Not even  
 kitten heels.

Now men, you shouldn’t wear:
 •Jeans:  As well as women, it   
 shouldn’t even be allowed at a dance.
 •Shirts with prints: Especially those  
 with classical paintings from the XVI  
 Century on them.  
 •Hoodies: If it’s not allowed for   
 school, I’m pretty sure it’s not allowed  
 for a dance.
 •Sneakers: It is a dance, not gym class.
 •T-shirts:  Should I even elaborate on  
 this?
 •Cargo pants. There’s no explanation  
 as to why you should even consider  
 wearing these to a dance.
 School dances are a way to express 
yourself in a fashionable manner. But some-
times things happen, or in this case outfits hap-
pen, that can scar your experience in a timely 
and bad way. So for next time, check twice be-
fore you decide to leave home for the dance.

Pass It On
BY: Kieve Meluzzi 
Natashia Hodge 
Ariangelie Sosa
Joshua Rodriguez 

"Lenard Corlo was my football coach. A man 
who cared for me and was always good to me 
even through  the rough times, and that’s what I 
have been doing with the young kids I am work-
ing with now". That is the man who inspired 
Coach Morrell (Assistant Coach) of Wilbur 
Cross football team to be who he is today. 
 Coach Morrell thinks that the players have 
have gained success. “There has been more 
players in the weight room over the summer 
and we have had lots of success in our scrim-
mages.” They showed that on October 4th when 
they got a huge win against East Haven High, 
winning 24-0. All the coaches were motivat-
ing the team. Coaches tell them “what we learn 
at practice and in the weight room is what we 
should be doing during a game.” The team has 
been prepared; they did very well for their pre-
season scrimmages. The team has been practic-
ing constantly on the things they do wrong until 
they do it right, and in a positive manner.  
Coach Morrell is always trying to think two 
plays ahead of the other team and keep the 
players in the zone. The players practice every 
day and do their best on the field in order to be 
champions.
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